
doing so,  I  should f i rs t  l ike to  ment ion the “other,”  far  
less  monumental  aspect  of  this  narrat ive—the mystery 
of  what  happened to  the ship i tself  af terwards.

Around 1970,  something—perhaps the newly 
constructed Plymouth breakwater?—began to  a l ter  
the water  depths  in  the immediate  area of  the harbor.   
By the end of  the decade,  the sea levels  were clear ly  
somewhat  more shal low at  both high t ide and low.  I t  
i s  unclear  precisely who f i rs t  made the discovery,  but  
apparent ly  the remains of  an old ship broke through 
the surface at  low t ide.  There was considerable  
exci tement  over  this  development ,  and a  team of  
divers  did extensive invest igat ion on the wreck.  For  a  
long while ,  the ident i ty  of  the ship was disputed,  but  
many bel ieved i t  to  have been the General  Arnold .  
Some authent ic  ar t i facts  were indeed recovered,  and 
in  1986,  a  sect ion of  deck was raised.  The construct ion 
was clear ly  and unequivocal ly  consis tent  with pre-
1780 design,  and the fragment  could thus cer ta inly 
have come from the Arnold.  Then,  suddenly,  the 
s tory dropped out  of  the news as  though i t  had never  
happened.

Was this  the i l l - fa ted br igadoon? If  not ,  what  
happened to  that  warship? For  a  while ,  we held one 
opinion,  but  then .  .  .  

We look forward to  shar ing our  conclusions on 
the pages which fol low!  

   —Lenny Caval laro,  Ipswich,  MA 
(January 4,  2007)

Chapter One:
  A Chilling Tale

Each book must  have a  f i rs t  chapter,  and we 
feel  there  is  no bet ter  way to  s tar t  this  volume than 
to  reproduce (with the permission of  the Author)  
“The Ghosts  of  Chris tmas 1778,”  by George Hanlon.  
This  wil l  be the ini t ia l  presentat ion of  the s tory for  
some readers;  merely a  recapi tulat ion for  others .  In  
subsequent  chapters ,  we shal l  embel l ish upon the ta le ,  
and offer  vers ions which differ  very s l ight ly  in  the 
detai ls .  However,  we opine that  the la te  Mr.  Hanlon 
del ivered an eloquent  rendi t ion,  doubt less  a  sui table  
t r ibute  to  those aboard the i l l - fa ted vessel .

The Ghosts  of  Chris tmas 1778 
by 

George Hanlon.  
(Copyright  2002,  repr inted with permission of  the 
Author)

What  you are  about  to  read is  a  t rue s tory.  I t  i s  
the factual  record of  one of  the most  horr i f ic  mari t ime 
events  of  the Revolut ionary War,  and i t  happened in  
Plymouth Harbor,  about  a  mile  f rom the famed Pi lgr im 
landing place.  
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