
CHAPTER 1: 

WHAT IS GOD SAYING?

     My experience has been that God communicates to us for four main 
reasons.  These are His favorite themes.  First of all, He longs to tell us 
that He loves us.  He wants us to comprehend how valuable we are to 
Him.  Secondly, He wants to communicate the greatness of His power, 
His ability and His desire to take care of us.  He wants us to have peace 
in knowing that He is in control.  Thirdly, He wishes to guide us in our 
personal lives.  He wants to help us make wise decisions and steer us in 
directions that will be best for us.  Fourthly, He seeks to help direct our 
service to others so that we can be more effective.  He knows the people 
who can benefi t most from what we have to offer.  

1.  GOD WANTS TO COMMUNICATE HIS LOVE FOR 
US
     God enjoys nothing more than to communicate His love for us.  He is 
like a man in love who is overwhelmed all day long with thoughts of how 
to express his love to the one upon whom he dotes.  Simply put, God is 
mad about us.  He wants us to know that we are constantly on His mind.  
He wants desperately to hold us and to have us hear His whispers of “I 
love you.”
      The Scriptures are, more than anything, God’s love letter to 
His beloved.  My wife and I still have many of our love letters that we 
exchanged as we impatiently anticipated our wedding day, separated by 
fi ve hundred miles.  Our correspondence was full of expressions of longing 
to be together.  God’s love for us is even more profound, and He wants so 
desperately for us to comprehend it.
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     Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians was, “…that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this 
love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be fi lled to the measure of 
all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:17b-19).  Paul knew that even though 
Christians may know in their head that God loves them, as evidenced most 
dramatically in the death of Jesus Christ, they still have a diffi cult time 
comprehending that love in their hearts.  This incomprehensible love 
needs to be revealed through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Consequently, 
God seeks to communicate His love in word and deed, verbally and 
experientially, to every person.
     The Scriptures are a good starting place.  We read His letter of love for 
us and hear His wooing.  He declares, “…you are precious and honored 
in my sight, and… I love you” (Is. 43:4).  This love is echoed throughout 
the Bible.  But this divine courtship is similar to human courtship in that 
words are not enough to adequately convince the other of the depth of the 
wooer’s affections.  Actions speak louder than words.  I have encountered 
many Christians who comprehended very little of God’s love, even though 
they knew the juiciest Scriptural passages that conveyed it. However, they 
came to understand its reality when they saw God provide for them at a 
diffi cult time, or when He gave them gifts that could only be traced to His 
hand.
     I grew up with a very poor self-image and carried it into adulthood.  As 
a pastor, I knew well the Biblical statements that declare God’s absolute 
love for all, including myself.  I often told others of God’s unconditional 
love for them.  The problem was that reading the verses and speaking those 
true words did not sink in deeply.  Subconsciously I could not believe 
that God really loved me as I was.  I did not love myself.  Why would 
God?  Consequently, I tried as hard as I could to be good and earn God’s 
affection. The more I tried, the more I became aware of my unworthiness.
     To get through to me, God used two individuals who conveyed the Lord’s 
love through their own representation of that unconditional acceptance.  
The fi rst was Mike Clair, a mature Christian who befriended me in college.  
He discerned my lack of peace with God, and he convinced me that I 
had somehow missed the good news of Jesus Christ, that He has done 
all to make me righteous before God.  Mike’s words, coupled with his 
unconditional love, enabled me to comprehend God’s love.  The second 
person who helped me understand the love of God has been my wife.  
More than anyone, she knows me.  She knows my weaknesses, my sins, 
my failures, and the ways I have hurt her.  Yet, she has always forgiven 
me and loved me anyway.  I understand God’s disposition concerning me 
better because I see it refl ected in her.
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God is speaking_________________________________.

“...God does speak – now one way, now another – though 
man may not perceive it.”  (Job 33:14)

The problem is we are spiritually ___________________.

______________    ______________ fi ll the air around us
  with thousands of messages of every kind, but without 
the appropriate means we will not hear these words. 

God’s words are constantly surrounding us but we need 
help to hear properly. The ____________   ___________
is the greatest help of all.

God speaks both _______________ and _____________.

1.  We do not _________________ that God is speaking
     constantly.

2.  Our ________________ nature

3.  We are too __________________________________.

4.  We do not __________________________________.

5. We are too full of _____________________________.

6. We have been trained to be __________________, not 
    intuitive.
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